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SUMMARY

The Ministry of Education in Japan revised the School Health Law to mandate that early detection of urinary abnormalities
may be utilized to help identify children at risk of renal failure in adulthood. Under this revised law, the annual urinary
screening for renal disease of elementary and junior high-school students was introduced in 1974.

Although this program has greatly contributed to the estimation of the prevalence of diverse diseases and the improvement
of the prognosis of nephritis, cost-effectiveness has been a matter of debate. This is because the vast majority of children
with asymptomatic hematuria do not have a serious illness necessitating medical intervention.

We here discussed the current status of this unique screening system of Japan and how to manage the children with
asymptomatic urine abnormalities by this system.

Finally, our recent challenge to improve the cost-effectiveness by using a newly developed automated urinary flow

cytometer in differentiating the origin of hematuria was referred.

Mass Screening System for Renal Diseases in School Children, Chronic Glomerulonephritis, Asymptomatic
Proteinuria, Asymptomatic Hematuria, Cost-effectiveness




